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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Representatives John Olver (D-1st District),                Richard E. Neal (D-2nd District), and Massachusetts Senators Kennedy                and Kerry announced today that $1.3 million is&nbsp; included in                the&nbsp; FY Š99 VA-HUD appropriations bill for construction of                improved wastewater treatment facilities to address Hampden County                communities' combined sewer overflow into the Connecticut River.              

"This is a fine example of how effective the Massachusetts delegation                is at solving problems that affect our communities," Olver said.                "What I am most pleased about is the successful coalition that has                come together in support of the Connecticut River.&nbsp; The Pioneer                Valley Planning Commission has done a great job in building consensus                for this project," added Olver.              

"Securing combined sewer overflow money for the Connecticut River                has been a priority of mine during this Congress.&nbsp; This important                federal assistance will help continue to safeguard and protect the                Connecticut River.&nbsp; It is my hope that the entire 400 miles                of this great river will meet the highest water quality standards                for generations to come," remarked Rep. Neal.              

"The people and businesses of the Pioneer Valley deserve federal                assistance as they face escalating water and sewer bills. I'm pleased                that the conferees recognized the great need here, and I commend                Congressmen John Olver and Richie Neal for their effective leadership                in obtaining these funds," Senator Kennedy said.              

"I am proud to work with Congressmen Olver and Neal, and Senator                Kennedy to bring this urgently needed federal funding to address                the clean-up costs in the Pioneer Valley.&nbsp; These funds help                to protect the health and safety of these communities and will prevent                further contamination of the Connecticut River," Senator Kerry added.              

The funding was included in response to a request by the legislators                to the Chairman of the VA, HUD and Independent Agencies appropriations                subcommittee.&nbsp; The earmarked amount falls under the Environmental                Protection Agency's (EPA)&nbsp; FY Š99 budget.              

Combined sewer overflows result from several communities having                a single sewer collection system for their sanitary sewers and storm                water sewers.&nbsp; When heavy rainfall pushes the volume of water                intake past the capacity of the facility, the excess overflow, which                incudes untreated household waste, must be discharged directly into                the Connecticut River.             
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